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Emergency crews yesterday evacuated three people from a cruise ship stricken
with a deadly outbreak of hantavirus, the WHO said, as experts confirmed a
rare strain that can be transmitted between humans. The vessel has been at the
center of an international health scare since Saturday, when the WHO was
informed that three passengers had died and the suspected cause was
hantavirus. The rare disease is usually spread by infected rodents, typically
through exposure to their urine, droppings and saliva.
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“The Dajia Mazu pilgrimage has been named one of the world’s three largest
religious festivals by the Discovery Channel. UNESCO has also included
Mazu beliefs and customs on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity. This year the annual Dajia Mazu pilgrimage concluded
early Monday morning, drawing massive crowds estimated at 800,000 on the
final leg to Jenn Lann Temple and delaying Mazu’s return by two and a half
hours due to congestion. A palanquin carrying Mazu entered the city on
schedule via Shuiwei Bridge at 5 p.m. Sunday and proceeded through the four
city gates. In a word, ‘March Mazu Frenzy’—this phrase captures the festive,
bustling atmosphere of Mazu pilgrimages and temple fairs in March, often
regarded as one of Taiwan’s most significant religious and cultural events.”

Please write an essay of no more than 250 words that discusses the message
of the above quotation and elaborates on your thoughts and feelings after
reading it.



